
Praised by the San Francisco Chronicle for her “burnished amber tone and dynamic command” and her 

“silvery tone and faultless diction,” this season she Ms. Berentsen creates the role of Lee Krasner in Brian 

Petuch’s new opera Portrait and a Dream, commissioned and premiered by New York based new music 

ensemble Contemporaneous. She recently returned to San Francisco Opera’s prestigious Merola Opera 

Program singing Leïla in Les Pêcheurs de Perles in the Schwabacher Summer Concert under the baton of 

Kathleen Kelly, covering Anne Trulove in The Rake’s Progress, and singing Massenet’s Thaïs in the Merola 

Grand Finale under the baton of Dean Williamson. Additionally, the Shoshana Foundation awarded Ms. 

Berentsen the prestigious Richard F. Gold Career Grant for Merola in 2018. At Merola in 2017, she was 

featured in The Schwabacher Summer Concert as Baby Doe in Ballad of Baby Doe under the baton of Anne 

Manson and covered Serpina in La Serva Padrona. She also sang Marie in La Fille du Regiment for the Merola 

Grand Finale under the baton of Anthony Walker at the War Memorial Opera House. 

Kendra’s most recent credits in New York City have been Adele in Die Fledermaus, Frasquita in Carmen, 

Pamina in Die Zauberflöte, Juliette in Romeo et Juliette, and Zerlina in Don Giovanni. Kendra has been a 

soloist with New York Repertory Orchestra and the Astoria Symphony. A native of Portland, Oregon Kendra 

received her Bachelor’s and Master’s of Music from Eastman School of Music. While at Eastman, Eastman 

Opera Theater featured Kendra in principal roles as Carolina Il Matrimonio Segreto, Flora in Turn of the 

Screw, Herz in The Impresario, Kost in Cabaret, and Manon in the 2010 Opera Gala. 
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